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EEA geospatial data catalogue

High Nature Value farmland 2018 based on revised estimation approach, July 2026

The concept of High Nature Value (HNV) farmland aims to identify those types of the farmed area that have a particularly high presence of rare species and habitats which are linked to 
agricultural land use. The HNV farmland modelling approach produces spatial data on the distribution and extent of farmland that holds a special biodiversity value.

The HNV farmland methodology employed by EEA estimates the likelihood of presence of HNV farmland within the EU-27 Member States using existing Europe-wide datasets. Key input 
datasets include the CLC accounting layers, Copernicus High Resolution Layers for spatial refinement and nitrogen input data from the JRC CAPRI model to represent farming intensity. The 
results are published in aggregated 1 x 1 km grids representing the likelihood of HNV presence in values ranging from 0 to 100.
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Resource lineage

The main workflow steps are:

A) Estimation of Agricultural Reference Area (ARA)

1. Selection of core agricultural classes (CLC 2xx) and semi-natural CLC classes with potential for grazing (CLC 3xx and CLC 4xx)

2. Spatial refinement by application of HRL data: exclusion of clearly non agriculturally used area

3. Application of grazing shares for semi-natural CLC Classes (e.g. CLC 321, 322 etc).

B) HNV distribution estimate

Step 1) HNV estimation for core agricultural classes

a. Basic CLC selection: selection of CLC classes for each Environmental Zone in each country

b. Country expert rules: special rules to include or exclude various CLC classes in certain regions of elevations

c. HNV farmland estimation in biodiversity hotspots: re-selection of CLC classes in Important Bird Areas (IBAs)

d. Assessment of Intensity based on Total Nitrogen Input from the CAPRI-model

Step 2) Combine assessed core agricultural classes with grazed area of semi-natural CLC classes and aggregate to 1 x 1 km

A detailed description of the methodology will be published in near future.
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Corine Land Cover 2018 (raster 100m) version 20 accounting layer, Jun. 2019
Environmental zones 2025 - version 2.0, September 2025
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