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Common bird index in Europe (1990-2024)

This indicator is a multi-species index measuring changes in population abundance of all common bird species (n=168), as well as those associated with specific habitats: common farmland
bird species (n=39) and common forest bird species (n=34). The index for each group is calculated as an EU aggregate, using 1990 as reference year. Each of the three EU bird indices is
presented as a smoothed time series and is calculated with 95% confidence limits.
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® Environment
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Maintenance and update frequency Annually

Date

Date type Next Update
EMET ® ecosystem

biodiversity
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® protected area

Continents, countries, sea regions of the world.

® EU27 (from 2020
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® Nature protection and restoration
® Biodiversity

Available breakdown ® Country
Unit of measure ® Population index, 1990= 100

Reference period
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® Calendar year

Use constraints

Other restrictions

Other constraints

License CC-BY 4.0 ( https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). Copyright holder: European Environment Agency (EEA).

Language

Distribution Information

English

Distribution format

® Microsoft Excel (.xls, .xIsx)

® ascii (.csv, .txt, .sql)

OnLine resource

Direct download

OnLine resource

EEA Indicator: Common bird index in Europe

OnLine resource

European Wild Bird Indices, 2025 update

The Pan-European Common Bird Monitoring Scheme (PECBMS) presents the 2025 update of the European Wild Bird Indices (multi-
species indicators), covering the period 1980-2024. The results are based on data for 168 wild bird species collected from 30
European countries.
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Digital Object Identifier (DOI)
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Dataset

Name of measure

Frequency of dissemination

Measure description

Indicator is updated annually.

Result

Value Every year

Report

Name of measure N
Timeliness

Measure description

Result

New data points are disseminated within two years after the reference year.

Value

T+2 years


https://www.eea.europa.eu/stat-reference-period
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/theme/eeaunitofmeasurement
https://www.eea.europa.eu/theme/available-breakdowns
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes#term25
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/theme/available-breakdowns/Country
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/stat-reference-period/1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Name of measure
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Resource lineage

Statement

Hierarchy level

Source

Metadata

Metadata identifier

Reference area

Data are presented for all EU Member States Data except Malta.

AllEU MS

Comparability - geographical

Data are comparable between all EU Member States.

AllEU MS

Time coverage

Presented time series starts in 1990.

> 10 years

Comparability - over time

Length of comparable time series without methodological break is > 4 data points.

> 4 data points

For this updated indicator, data were used from 26 EU countries: Austria (since 1998), Belgium (Brussels since 1992; Flanders since

2007; Wallonia since 1990), Bulgaria (since 2005), Croatia (since 2015), Cyprus (since 2006), Czechia (since 1982), Denmark (since

1976), Estonia (since 1983), Finland (since 1975), France (since 1989), Germany (since 1989), Greece (since 2007), Hungary (since

1999), Ireland (since 1998), Italy (since 2000), Latvia (since 1995), Lithuania (since 2011), Luxembourg (since 2009), the Netherlands
(since 1984), Poland (since 2000), Portugal (since 2004), Romania (since 2007), Slovakia (since 2005), Slovenia (since 2008), Spain
(since 1998) and Sweden (since 1975).

Dataset

® https://pecbms.info/european-wild-bird-indices-2025-update/

30cdc205-bdca-405b-9ecc-0d35f5caf303


https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/catalogue/datahub/api/records/https://pecbms.info/european-wild-bird-indices-2025-update/
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Resource type
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