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Waterbase - Water Quality ICM, 2026

Waterbase is the generic name given to the EEA's databases on the status and quality of Europe's rivers, lakes, groundwater bodies and transitional, coastal and marine waters, on the

quantity of Europe's water resources, and on the emissions to surface waters from point and diffuse sources of pollution.

The dataset contains time series of nutrients, organic matter, hazardous substances, pesticides and other chemicals in rivers, lakes, groundwater, transitional, coastal and marine waters. A
list of spatial object identifiers with selected attributes, reported through WFD and WISE Spatial data reporting, is added to dataset as spatial reference. The data has been compiled and
processed by EEA. Please refer to the metadata for additional information.

*** The dataset is split into two parts: Part 1: DisaggregatedData; Part 2: AggregatedData, AggregatedDataByWaterBody, SpatialObject_DerivedData. ***

Data is reported by EEA member countries as individual samples from monitoring sites in the DisaggregatedData table or as annual aggregates of samples from monitoring sites in the
AggregatedData table. Therefore data found in one table is not found in the other, and visa versa. Data in the the AggregatedDataByWaterBody is mostly historical.

For an alternative option how to access the Waterbase data without downloading the full dataset, please see the 'Discodata user guide' in the Documents section.
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Resource constraints

Use constraints Other restrictions

Other constraints License CC-BY 4.0 ( https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). Copyright holder: European Environment Agency (EEA).
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Distribution format ® ascii (.csv, .txt, .sql)
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DISCODATA

Discodata provides an endpoint to access and filter data directly in the database. The main use for the portal is to provide access to
datasets for specifically developed applications. But it also provides a user interface that gives any user an option to access, filter and
download the data.

Methodology:

This Waterbase contains data on nutrients, organic matter, hazardous substances and other chemical substances in surface water and
groundwater.

The data was delivered between 2000 and 2024 by EEA member countries and cooperating countries, in the scope of the current
WISE SoE - Water Quality ICM (WISE-6) reporting obligation and the retired WISE SoE - Water Quality (WISE-4), River quality (EWN-
1), Lake quality (EWN-2) and Groundwater quality (EWN-3) reporting obligations. It includes WFD watch list data from 2016 onwards,
reported by EU Member States.

The national data deliveries are compiled into a European-wide Waterbase. The data is used for EEA core set indicators that assess
the state, trends in water related pressures and monitor the progress of European policy objectives.

No data are available for the United Kingdom after Brexit.

Data sources:

The original data is available in the EIONET Central Data Repository.
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