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Surface of the terrestrial protected areas (2011-2023)

This indicator measures the extent and share of terrestrial protected areas. The indicator comprises nationally designated protected areas and Natura 2000 sites. A nationally designated
area is an area protected by national legislation. Natura 2000 network sites consists of sites designated under the EU Habitats and Birds Directives with the goal to maintain or restore a
favourable conservation status for habitat types and species of EU interest.
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Identification info

Date (Creation) 2025-10-20
Date (Publication) 2025-10-20
Date (Revision) 2025-10-28
Edition 01.00

Citation identifier

eea_s_eu-sdg-15-20_p_2011-2023_v01_r00

Identifier
Code 10.2909/8874669f-9a08-45a0-8fef-a2373530c0db
Codespace doi.org
Description Digital Object Identifier (DOI)
Status Superseded
Point of contact Electronic
Organisation Individual mail Website Role
address
. . i Publisher
European Environment Agency sdi@eea. http://www.
europa.eu eea.
europa.eu
Topic category ® Environment
Extent

Temporal extent

Time period

2011-01-01 2023-12-31

Maintenance and update frequency Annually

Date 2026-10

Date type Next Update
GEMET ® statistical data

biodiversity

® protected area
terrestrial area

® environmental policy
® ecosystem


http://geonetwork-opensource.org/gemet
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/catalogue/datahub/
https://doi.org/10.2909/8874669f-9a08-45a0-8fef-a2373530c0db
mailto:sdi@eea.europa.eu
mailto:sdi@eea.europa.eu
http://www.eea.europa.eu
http://www.eea.europa.eu
http://www.eea.europa.eu
http://www.eionet.europa.eu/gemet/concept/8075
http://www.eionet.europa.eu/gemet/concept/827
http://www.eionet.europa.eu/gemet/concept/6740
http://www.eionet.europa.eu/gemet/concept/8386
http://www.eionet.europa.eu/gemet/theme/11
http://www.eionet.europa.eu/gemet/concept/2519

ntinen ntri regions of the world. ® EU27 (from 2020)

Emerald Network

Reporting obligations

® Nationally designated areas (NatDA)
® Information on Natura 2000 sites (SCIs/SACs, Habitats Directive)
® |nformation on Natura 2000 sites (SPAs, Birds Directive)

EEA Management Plan ® 2025 EEA/INDI/2025/073

EEA topics ® Nature protection and restoration

® Biodiversity: state of habitats and species
® Sustainability solutions

Available breakdowns ® Country
Unit of measure ® Percentage

® Square kilometre

Reference period ® Calendar year

Resource constraints

Use constraints Other restrictions

Other constraints License CC-BY 4.0 ( https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). Copyright holder: European Environment Agency (EEA).

Language English

Distribution Information

Distribution format ® Microsoft Excel (.xls, .xIsx)

® ascii (.csv, .txt, .sql)

OnLine resource https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/webdav/datastore/public/eea_s_eu-sdg-15-20_p_2011-2023_v01_r00

OnLine resource Direct download

Online resource EEA Indicator SEBIO07: Designated terrestrial protected areas in Europe

OnlLine resource Eurostat indicator: Surface of the terrestrial protected areas

Online resource Digital Object Identifier (DOI)

Data quality info

Hierarchy level Dataset

Report

Name of measure ’ -
Frequency of dissemination

Measure description Indicator is updated annually.

Result

Value Every year

Report


https://www.eea.europa.eu/stat-reference-period
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/theme/eeaunitofmeasurement
https://www.eea.europa.eu/theme/available-breakdowns
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes
https://applications.eea.europa.eu/ManagementPlan/default.aspx#
https://rod.eionet.europa.eu/obligations
http://geonetwork-opensource.org/thesaurus/naturalearth-and-seavox
http://www.naturalearthdata.com/ne_admin#EU/EU27_2020
http://rod.eionet.europa.eu/obligations/662
http://rod.eionet.europa.eu/obligations/32
http://rod.eionet.europa.eu/obligations/616
http://rod.eionet.europa.eu/obligations/274
https://applications.eea.europa.eu/managementplan/Level3_Plan.aspx?Product_ID=22084
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/topics/in-depth/nature-protection-and-restoration
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/topics/in-depth/biodiversity
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/topics/in-depth/sustainability-solutions
https://www.eea.europa.eu/theme/available-breakdowns/Country
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/theme/eeaunitofmeasurement#210141a8-8c90-4ebd-879b-b06bfa6392f8
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/theme/eeaunitofmeasurement#59e5e56d-1c12-437f-9f30-8d9e6064f811
https://www.eea.europa.eu/stat-reference-period/1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/webdav/datastore/public/eea_s_eu-sdg-15-20_p_2011-2023_v01_r00

Name of measure

Measure description

Result

Value

Report

Name of measure

Measure description

Result

Value

Report

Name of measure

Measure description

Result

Value

Report

Name of measure

Measure description

Result

Value

Report

Name of measure

Measure description

Result

Value

Timeliness

New data points are disseminated within two years after the reference year.

T+2 years

Reference area

Data are presented for all EU Member States for 2021.

AllEU MS

Comparability - geographical

Data are comparable between all EU Member States.

AllEU MS

Time coverage

Presented time series starts in 2011, EU aggregate starts in 2011.

> 10 years

Comparability - over time

Length of comparable time series without methodological break is > 4 data points.

The time series is fully comparable without methodological changes.

> 4 data points

Resource lineage

Statement The data for nationally designated protected areas are delivered by Eionet partnership countries as spatial and tabular information and

are updated every year. For Natura 2000, the European database of Natura 2000 sites is used. This consists of a compilation of the
data submitted by the Member States of the European Union. This European database is generally updated once a year to take into
account any changes at national level by Member States.



Data provided by the Member States to the European Commission (Natura 2000) or the European Environment Agency (nationally
designated areas) are consolidated yearly by the European Environment Agency.

However, the release of a new EU-wide database does not necessarily mean that a particular national data set has recently been
updated. The same geographical area may be designated several times under different legislation. When producing area statistics on
protected areas, nationally designated protected areas and Natura 2000 datasets are overlaid to avoid double counting of overlapping
site designations in the datasets. The Reporting guidelines with full details on the methodology are available from: http://cdr.eionet.
europa.eu/help/cdda and https://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help/natura2000/.

Hierarchy level

Dataset

Source

Metadata

® Nationally designated areas

® Natura 2000 data - the European network of protected sites

® EuroBoundaryMap

* Emerald Network data - the Pan-European network of protected sites

Metadata identifier

8874669f-9a08-45a0-8fef-a2373530c0db

Language English
Character encoding UTF8
Contact Electronic
Organisation Individual mail Website Role
address
European Environment Agency sdi@eea. Pfomt
europa.eu N
contact

Type of resource

Resource type

Non geographic dataset

Name

Tabular dataset

Metadata linkage

https://doi.org/10.2909/8874669f-9a08-45a0-8fef-a2373530c0db

Date info (Creation)

2025-10-14T05:19:07.319619Z

Date info (Revision)

Metadata standard

2026-09-25T11:30:44.45703Z

Title

1SO 19115/19139

Edition

Overviews

1.0


http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help/cdda and https://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help/natura2000/
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help/cdda and https://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help/natura2000/
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/catalogue/datahub/api/records/f60cec02-6494-4d08-b12d-17a37012cb28
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/catalogue/datahub/api/records/6fc8ad2d-195d-40f4-bdec-576e7d1268e4
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/catalogue/datahub/api/records/4a221224-6280-431b-9324-25c7ef9ff30e
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/catalogue/datahub/api/records/4c4c8086-c940-400b-9064-29063143b2de
mailto:sdi@eea.europa.eu
mailto:sdi@eea.europa.eu
https://doi.org/10.2909/8874669f-9a08-45a0-8fef-a2373530c0db

Dataset for indicator:

Surface of the terrestrial protected areas (2011-2023)

Code: 1520

Dimension: T

Dimension (Label): ~ Termestrial protected areas

Unit: kM2

Unit Label): Square kilometre

GEO (Lahels) GEO (Codes] 01 Flags|  2012) Flags|  2013) Flags|  2014| Flags| 2005| Flags| 2016] Flags| 2007| Flags| 2018] Flags| 2019) Flags| 2000| Flags| 2021| Flags| 2022) Flags| 2003| Flags
European Union-27

countries (from2020)  |EU27 2020 1016136 1013290 1033851 1039284 1043088 1045023 1047932 1058048 1067088 1078311 10775 1078132 1039885|
Belgium BE 4369.5 4704 414 47 a7 43811) 4383.1] 4399.) 4.2 T84 4495 44%.1] 4738.4)
Bulgaria BG 48716 4873 443521 44395 44355 44855 448953 45205 45427.1) 454217 45428 45408 49109
Czechia (1 168769 168773 168803 168831 17209, 17235 172383 1723, 172402 1742 17409 1149 175513
Denmark DK 374 373 6376 8711 8711 §3824 658 638 634 384 38 6% 8313
Germany DE 1307463 133283 133467 133700 133781 134487 134586 135203 135274 136772 136932 136932 139799
Estonia EE 83944 8598.9 85074 89469 8936.3 90153 90459 90943 93844 9439.7) L7 L7 96349
Ireland It 9668.7 9668.7 9668.7 968.7 9668.7 9668.7 9668.7 9668.7 97143 97748 97148 97748 97333
Greece EL 457411 45783.1) 451831 457431 45741 457431 457431 45741 457183.1) 457431 458389 458477 45701
Spain £ 1418021 41511 1417 1410 141954 1419% 14004 1037 14034 147106) 41n JLVAE 14216
France R 1262117, 107014 127065 18139 13117 1310 130318 141251 14723 150048) 153919 153940 135092
Crotia HR £33 £33 17 87 1343 13%.7 1397 13%.7 2619 14619 54 1154 1318
Italy IT 64113.7 64193.9 64222 4224 42224 4223, 64319.) 4319.3 643207 644039 64409 64409.7 44317
Cyprus Y 16115 1615 163 31587 338 L5 U215 L5 L1 3811 13 946 U
Latvia v 11713 11732 17137 17137 17137 17137 117137 11737 11704 11704 1704 1 119103
Lithuania ) 110175 1017.8 110178 110343 110344 11066.7 11066.7 10754 111152 1132 11276, 115335 11616,
Luxembourg L 63 £ £33 £33 887 365 141 594 ULy 537 5823 58 10003
Hungary HU 20663, 26741 26741 06747 6749 6749 2676, 2676 20676.1 06768 26769 26769 20688.2
Walta MT 80.] 8.6 8.4 8.5 8.6 9.7 89 89,9 914 914 914 914 905
Netherlands L 63613 63613 30 T T892 T892 1304 B35 83053 B33 83053 B33 52984
Austria AT 11084 2455.6) 134915 853 5763 8579, 83811 16539 24219, EEEN 459 159 608,
Polznd oL 18%5 13352 139 13385 12338 11338 13831 1314 13856 13| 12350 1350 1358
Portugal Ll 011 0L 24588 PR 05284 05284 0564 20566, 20566.1 20566.1 20567 576, 077
Romania RO 334085 3408.5 34085 354085 334085 358837 358837 35883.7 35883.7) 35883.7) 358837 358837 358977
Slovenia Sl 81518 81518 8202 8021 82039 8104 804 8205.7 8205.7 8205.7) 8206.2 8206.2 82128
Slovakia 5K 181694 16169.5) 181695 181695 183273 18332 18343, 183434 183436 183438 183809 183809 1837
Finland fl 410 [ma 168 13902 139804 “nd 4860 5079 592 B35 1385 IR [0
Swieden SE 63173 63396) 63745.7 639873 64226.3 645117 65193, 66063 664929 667327 B6974.3 67205, 688225
leeland 15 : i ; i ] b ] i : i : 1 ]
Liechtenstein l

Norway NO

Switzerland H

Bosnia and Herzegoving [BA

Montenegro ME

North Macedonia MK

Albania AL

Serbia RS

Tilrkiye L

Kosovo (under United

Nations Security Coundil

Resolution 124493 XK

Flags and special values (2025)

special values
Flags

Provided

‘__EEA

by

ot available

breakin time series

estimated

provisional

missing value; data cannot exist
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