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The map shows distribution and delineation of Marine Protected Areas (MPA) networks in MPA assessment areas of the European regional seas. Here, MPA networks consist of all the 
different considered networks: Natura 2000, Nationally Designates Sites (NDS), and Regional Sea Convention (RSC) sites. The baseline information is based on MPA data reported at the 
end of 2019. The spatial extent of the MPA assessment areas was defined as the marine waters surrounding the EU countries whose outer limit is defined by the 200 NM boundary from the 
coast (possibly coinciding with formally recognised EEZ boundaries) or the equidistance (in cases of opposite neighbouring EU countries), or by the presence of a boundary defined by an 
agreed treaty.Geographical Information System (GIS) and tabular data sets used, and further details on this map can be found in the ETC/ICM report Spatial Analysis of Marine Protected 
Area Networks in Europe’s Seas III: .https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-icm/products/etc-icm-report-3-2020-spatial-analysis-of-marine-protected-area-networks-in-europe2019s-seas-iii
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Distribution of Marine Protected Area (MPA) networks in MPA assessment areas of the European regional seas.
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ecosystem
water
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Marine Strategy Framework Directive

European

Water
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Other restrictions

no limitations to public access

EEA standard re-use policy: unless otherwise indicated, re-use of content on the EEA website for commercial or non-commercial 
purposes is permitted free of charge, provided that the source is acknowledged ( ). Copyright http://www.eea.europa.eu/legal/copyright
holder: European Environment Agency (EEA).
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EPSG:3035
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EEA:FOLDERPATH
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/webdav/datastore/public
/eea_v_3035_100_k_mpa-network-mpa-assessment-
area_p_2019_v01_r00/GDB/

GDB 
format

EEA:FOLDERPATH
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/webdav/datastore/public
/eea_v_3035_100_k_mpa-network-mpa-assessment-
area_p_2019_v01_r00/SHP/

SHP 
format

ESRI:REST
https://water.discomap.eea.europa.eu/arcgis/rest/services
/Marine/MPA_networks_in_MPA_assessment_areas_2020
/MapServer

OGC:WMS
https://water.discomap.eea.europa.eu/arcgis/services/Marine
/MPA_networks_in_MPA_assessment_areas_2020/MapServer
/WMSServer?request=GetCapabilities&service=WMS

WWW:URL
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/data/a6be25b0-62d8-4ada-a809-
cb0d9fd835c7

Direct 
download

Dataset

Conformance result

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1089/2010 of 23 November 2010 implementing Directive 2007/2/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council as regards interoperability of spatial data sets and services

2010-12-08

See the referenced specification

The spatial extent of the MPA assessment areas includes the marine waters surrounding the EU-27 countries whose outer limit is 
defined by the 200 NM (nautical miles) boundary from the coast (possibly coinciding with formally recognized Economic Exclusive 
Zone – EEZ- or Ecologic Protection Zone – EPZ – boundaries), or the equidistance (in cases of opposite neighbouring EU countries), 
or by the presence of a boundary defined by an agreed treaty.

The baseline information is based on MPA data reported at the end of 2019. The MPA datasets resources can be found in the report: 
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-icm/products/etc-icm-report-3-2020-spatial-analysis-of-marine-protected-area-networks-in-
europe2019s-seas-iii

Marine Protected Areas (MPA) assessment areas - version 2.0, May 2020
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