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Introduction of non-indigenous species in Europe Seas, Jan. 2020

The dataset represents the introduction of non-indigenous species in European seas. Non-indigenous species are species that have been spread as a result of human activities to areas 
where they do not belong naturally. The main concern are the invasive species, which are defined as causing a significant negative impact on biodiversity as well as serious economic and 
social consequences.

The dataset has been prepared first by individually mapping each aquatic invasive species that had a distinctive distribution area, which had been provided by several non-indigenous 
species online databases. The distribution of the species were then resampled into the EEA 10 km grid and summed together, showing the number of non-indigenous species per grid cell. 
The temporal reference of the dataset covers the last 30 years (1989 - 2018).

This dataset has been prepared for the calculation of the combined effect index, produced for the ETC/ICM Report 4/2019 "Multiple pressures and their combined effects in Europe's seas" 
available on: 1.https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-icm/etc-icm-report-4-2019-multiple-pressures-and-their-combined-effects-in-europes-seas-
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EEA standard re-use policy: unless otherwise indicated, re-use of content on the EEA website for commercial or non-commercial 
purposes is permitted free of charge, provided that the source is acknowledged ( ). Copyright http://www.eea.europa.eu/legal/copyright
holder: European Environment Agency (EEA).
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Commission Regulation (EU) No 1089/2010 of 23 November 2010 implementing Directive 2007/2/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council as regards interoperability of spatial data sets and services

2010-12-08

See the referenced specification

The dataset was made by first individually mapping each aquatic invasive species that had a distinctive distribution area. The 
distinctive distribution areas for all species were based on information from various non-indigenous species online databases:

• Algaebase.org

• Nobanis.org

• Marinespecies.org

• Cabi.org

• Europe-aliens.org

• Ciesm.org

• Invasions.si.edu/nemesis/
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• iucn.org

• iucngisd.org/gisd/

• Eol.org

• Marlin.ac.uk

The distribution was mapped according to the information from the aforementioned databases into the EEA 10 km grid.

If the species was observed only occasionally in the area, it was not considered sufficient for the distribution of that area. If the species 
was reported ‘often observed’ in the area, the area was included in its distribution. The Mediterranean area was also supplemented by 
information on the distribution of non-indigenous species provided by local experts.

All species layers were summed together into one raster, showing the number of non-indigenous species per grid cell.
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English
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