Bathing waters with excellent quality (2011-2025)
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This metadata refers to data on the number and proportion of coastal and inland bathing waters as having excellent water quality. The indicator is based on the concentrations of two
microbiological parameters in bathing water: Intestinal enterococci and Escherichia coli. Under the Bathing Water Directive, Member States are required to identify and assess the quality of
all inland and coastal bathing waters and to classify these waters as ‘poor’, ‘sufficient’, ‘good’ or ‘excellent’.
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Reporting obligations ® Bathing Water Directive - |dentification of Bathing Waters
® Bathing Water Directive - Report
® Bathing Water Directive - Monitoring and Classification of Bathing Waters

EEA Management Plan ® 2026 EEA/PUBL/2026/046
EEA topics ® Bathing water quality

® Seas and coasts

* Water
Unit of measure ® Number

® Percentage

Available breakdowns ® Inland water
® Coastal water

* Country

Reference period Annual bathing season

Resource constraints

Use constraints Other restrictions

Other constraints

License CC-BY 4.0 ( https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). Copyright holder: European Environment Agency (EEA).

Language English

Distribution Information

Distribution format ® Microsoft Excel (.xls, .xIsx)

® ascii (.csv, .txt, .sql)

Online resource https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/webdav/datastore/public/eea_s_eu-sdg-14-40_p_2011-2025_v01_r00

OnLine resource .
Direct download

Online resource EEA Indicator WATO010: Bathing waters with excellent water quality in Europe

Online resource Eurostat indicator: Bathing sites with excellent water quality by locality

OnLine resource Bathing Water Directive (BWD)

Directive 2006/7/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 February 2006 concerning the management of bathing water
quality and repealing Directive 76/160/EEC

Online resource EEA Briefing: European bathing water quality in 2025

Online resource Digital Object Identifier (DOI)
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Frequency of dissemination

Indicator is updated annually.

Every year

Timeliness

New data points are disseminated within one year after the reference year.

T+1 year

Reference area

Data are presented for all EU Member States and other European (non-EU) reporting countries. Coastal water: Data are presented for
all EU Member States (except landlocked countries) plus Albania. Inland water: Data are presented for all EU Member States except
Cyprus and Malta, plus Switzerland and Albania.

AllEU MS

Comparability - geographical

Data are comparable between all EU Member States and other European (non-EU) reporting countries.

A legislative and methodological transitional period occurred between 2008 to 2014, due to the initial implementation of the current
BWD (Directive 2006/7/EC) repealing the previous BWD 76/160/EEC.

Consequently, the period 2010-2015 should be regarded as transitional in relation to classification, with methodological changes from
one season to the other. In this period geographical comparability may be hampered to a certain degree.

After this period comparability can be considered as at a high level.

AllEU MS

Time coverage

Presented time series (including EU aggregates) starts in 2011.

> 10 years
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Comparability - over time

Length of comparable time series without methodological breaks is longer than 4 data points.

A legislative and methodological transitional period occurred between 2008 to 2014, due to the initial implementation of the current
BWD repealing the previous BWD 76/160/EEC.

Consequently, the period 2010-2015 should be regarded as transitional in relation to classification, with methodological changes from
one season to the other. In this period comparability over time may be hampered to a certain degree.

After this period comparability can be considered as at a high level.

> 4 data points

The rules on the handling of samples for microbiological analyses, the reference methods of analysis and the methodology for the
classification of bathing waters are set by the EU for an accurate and harmonised assessment across the EU. Also, other European
non-EU reporting countries are expected to follow the same procedures. Therefore, the calculation of the indicator is accurate.
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