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EEA coastline for analysis (polygon) - version 1.0, Jun. 2013

The criteria for defining the coastline is the line separating water from land. The EEA coastline is a product derived from two sources: EUHYDRO [link not available - yet] and GSHHG [
http://www.soest.hawaii.edu/pwessel/gshhg/] A priority defined in the input data, first EUHYDRO geometry and, as auxiliary data, GSHHG dataset. The EUHYDRO do not cover the
requirement for EEA coastline. The EUHYDRO gaps are in Iceland, Canarias, Madeira, Azores, small islands (not represented in EUDEM) and the northern of Black Sea. The creation

process was focused on generating the coastline as line dataset and, later, as a secondary product, defining the polygon layer sea-land. The fundamental step into the workflow was the
selection of sea features using a water mask polygon (value in EUHYDRO datasets = 255). The inland water bodies (freshwaters) are rejected by this criteria, except the water bodies
connected, at least by one point, to the sea (it is the cases of some transitional water bodies). A few manual amendments to the dataset were necessary to meet requirements from EU
Nature Directives, Water Framework Directive and Marine Strategy Framework Directive.

This dataset is a polygon usable as a water-land mask.
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Time period 1995-08-01 2012-12-31

EEA topics ® Biodiversity

GEMET - INSPIRE themes, version 1.0 * Sea regions

GEMET
® coast
Place * Europe
Resource constraints
Use constraints Other restrictions

Other constraints License CC-BY 4.0 ( https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
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See the referenced specification

Polygon: the polygon was derived from the parent dataset by adding two straight lines, one North-to-South, at the East-most part of the
parent dataset, and the second one West-to-East, at the South—most part of the parent dataset. These 2 lines are taken from the NGA-
derived coastline produced by the ETC-BD in 2008. Then a polygon dataset is created using the ArcGIS tool “Feature to Polygon”.
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