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The data set contains the location of areas which have been designated as requiring special protection of their surface water and groundwater, or for the conservation of habitats and 
species directly depending on water, including economically significant aquatic species (e.g. shellfish).

According to the Article 6 of the Water Framework Directive (WFD, Directive 2000/60/EC), Member States shall ensure the establishment of a register of all areas lying within each River 
Basin District which have been designated as requiring special protection under specific Community legislation for the protection of their surface water and groundwater, or for the 
conservation of habitats and species directly depending on water, including the protection of Natura 2000 sites and economically significant aquatic species (e.g. shellfish).

According to Annex IV of the Water Framework Directive, the register shall include the following types of protected areas:

(i) areas designated for the abstraction of water intended for human consumption under WFD Article 7;

(ii) areas designated for the protection of economically significant aquatic species;

(iii) bodies of water designated as recreational waters, including areas designated as bathing waters under the Bathing Water Directive (BWD, Directive 76/160/EEC);

(iv) nutrient-sensitive areas, including areas designated as vulnerable zones under the Nitrates Directive (Directive 91/676/EEC) and areas designated as sensitive areas under Urban 
Waste Water Treatment Directive (UWWTD, Directive 91/271/EEC); and

The register shall also include "(v) areas designated for the protection of habitats or species where the maintenance or improvement of the status of water is an important factor in their 
protection, including relevant Natura 2000 sites designated under the Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Birds Directive (Directive 79/409/EEC)."

The Natura 2000 protected sites are not included in the current data set.

The public data set excludes areas that are no longer designated.

The public data set excludes drinking water protection areas if file access has been restricted by the data providers.
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INSPIRE priority data set

Spatial scope
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European

Designated waters (Water Framework Directive)
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Directive 91/676/EEC
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Water
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no limitations to public access
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For further information and specification regarding the use limitations and constraints please consult the file 
WISE_WFDProtectedArea_SpatialDataSets_2020-12-08_v2.0.pdf which is provided together with the data.
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2016-01-01

2019-12-31

EPSG:4326

( )SHP 1.0 

( )Geopackage 

Protocol Linkage Name

EEA:FOLDERPATH
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/webdav/datastore/public
/eea_v_4326_250_k_wise-pareas-wfd2016_p_2016-
2019_v02_r00/

WFD_ProtectedAreas_2016_public

WWW:URL
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/data/ec23d640-f405-40d1-
8bb0-927ad62f654d

Direct download

WWW:URL
https://sdi.eea.europa.eu/data/664b1fe6-1436-49a4-
b95e-add885aacec0

Direct download

OGC:WMS
https://water.discomap.eea.europa.eu/arcgis/services
/WISE_WFD/WFD2016_ProtectedArea_WM
/MapServer/WMSServer?
request=GetCapabilities&service=WMS

ESRI:REST
https://water.discomap.eea.europa.eu/arcgis/rest
/services/WISE_WFD/WFD2016_ProtectedArea_WM
/MapServer

WWW:LINK-1.0-http--link
https://water.discomap.eea.europa.eu/arcgis/services
/BathingWater/BathingWater_Dyna_WM/MapServer
/WMSServer?request=GetCapabilities&service=WMS

Bathing water quality in Europe - 
Web Services

Dataset

Conformance result

2010-12-08

See the referenced specification

1. The WISE Water Framework Directive (WFD) Protected Area spatial data set includes:

* Drinking water protected areas.

* Designated areas, such as Fish protected areas and Shellfish protected areas.

* Nitrates vulnerable zones.

* Urban waste water sensitive areas.

* Bathing water protected areas.

2. The data source varies according to the type of Protected Area:

a. The drinking water protected areas and designated areas were reported to the European Commission during the second River Basin 
Management Plans WFD reporting process, due in 2016.
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b. The nitrates vulnerable zones were reported to the European Commission under the Nitrates Directive 91/676/EEC reporting 
process, for the reference period 2012-2015.

c. The urban waste water sensitive areas were reported to the European Commission under the Urban Waste Water Treatment 
Directive (UWWTD) reporting process, for the reference period 2016 and complemented with information reported in previous years or 
under the WFD reporting process.

d. The bathing water protected areas are reported under the Bathing Water Directive (BWD) annual reporting process. The data set 
includes information reported up to the 2019 season.

3. The information from the different data sources was converted to the WFD Protected Area data model. Detailed information about 
the structure and content of the spatial data sets reported in WFD2016 can be found in the WISE GIS Guidance. Note that some of the 
information that is mandatory in the WFD Protected Area data model is not available for all data sources.

4. The geometry of protected areas can be reported using polygons, polylines or points. Separate shapefiles are provided for each 
geometry type, due to the limitations of the shapefile format. Polygonal geometries are published in the ProtectedArea shapefile, linear 
geometries in ProtectedAreaLine shapefile and point geometries in the ProtectedAreaPoint shapefile. The ProtectedAreaPoint 
shapefile may also contain records for which the geometry is not available.

5. The geometry of the spatial objects is published in WGS 84 (urn:ogc:def:crs:EPSG::4326). The geometry of the objects was not 
edited or corrected. Topological and positional errors may exist. If more than one geometry type was reported for the same protected 
area, then polygons were preferred to polylines or points, and polylines were preferred to points. If more one geometry of the same 
type was reported for the same protected area, a geometry aggregate was created which may contain overlapping parts.

6. The size of spatial objects was calculated from the projected geometries in ETRS89-LAEA (urn:ogc:def:crs:EPSG::3035). For 
objects without proper geometry, the reported size is used if available.

7. The following access and use limitations are applicable to the WFD Protected Area data sets:

a. The information about drinking water protected areas is not published if the source file in the Central Data Repository (CDR) has 
been restricted by the Data Provider.

b. The use limitations and the access limitations and other constraints set by the Data Providers are described in the metadata files 
associated with each delivery in CDR.
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