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Hydrographic vector features digitised from historical topographic maps

Historical military topographic maps have been the basis for the digitisation of hydrographic features mapped in the period from 1816 to 1869. The digitisation was carried out in three 
different areas of interest (“pilot areas”) in the Danube River basin:

1) Lower and Upper Austria, 2) Balta Brailei - Wallachia, and 3) Drava River Catchment.

The historical maps were provided by the Arcanum portal ( )https://maps.arcanum.com/en/

The historical mapping was made in a time before barries, embankment and straightening of the European rivers was executed. The vector data obtained from the historical maps is 
propably the closest one can ever get to the originally hydrography of Europe.

The objective with these datasets are to support the process of restoring Europe's free flowing rivers as part of the EU's biodiversity strategy for 2030 ( https://environment.ec.europa.eu
). The strategy aims to put Europe's biodiversity on a path to recovery by 2030, and contains specific actions and commitments. Among them, the /strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en

restoration of 25,000 km of rivers through removals of dams, channels, barriers, etc. is highlighted.
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